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Entire Education process has been passing through the paradigm shift. The 

policy makers are trying hard to make Education more joyful. Mere 

exchange of information is not education. Education means to construct 

knowledge. NCF 2005 recommends constructivist approach for Education. 

In the present paper author has tried to describe constructivist perspective 

for English language teaching and learning. 
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Introduction 

          English language teaching has been passing through various experiments in India since 

1947. English language is considered second language in India. In a language of layman it can 

be said that the methodology varies person to person. Some teachers give importance to 

translation. The other group is available who restricts teacher to translate anything. Apart 

from this issue another issue is competency of teachers. Across India it has been observed 

teachers are not very much comfortable with this language. If we talk about approach, in 

Gujarat earlier Structural approach was adopted to teach English. Now modified 

communicative approach has been adopted. Methodology and approach can solve this 

problem to some extent. When English language was taught with the help of Structural 

Approach, at that time Grammar was at the centre, psychologically it has been installed in the 

mind of the students that English language is like Mathematics. Here also rules and regulation 

are necessary to cram. This was the first wrong step towards the English language teaching. 
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English language teaching has been made Artificial. English is language and it should get the 

treatment of language teaching. NKC has also focused on the need to reform the pedagogy of 

English language teaching and learning to reduce the disproportionate emphasis on grammar 

and focus on creating meaningful learning experiences for the child. Given that language 

learning is contingent on the environment, all available media including audio visual and print 

should be used to supplement traditional teaching methods (NKC, 2007).  

 English in India is a global language in a multilingual country. A variety and range of 

English-teaching situations prevail here owing to the twin factors of teacher proficiency in 

English and pupils exposure to English outside school (Sharma, 2001). The level of 

introduction of English is now a matter of political response to people’s aspirations rather 

than an academic or feasibility issue, and people’s choices about the level of its introduction 

in the curriculum will have to be respected, with the proviso that we do not extend downwards 

the very system that has failed to deliver(2005NCF). The conventionally trained language 

teacher associates the training of speech with correctness rather than with expressive and 

participatory functions of language. This is why talking in class has negative  value in our 

system, and  a great deal of the teacher’s energy goes into keeping children quiet, or getting 

them to pronounce correctly. If teachers see the child’s talk as a resource rather than as a 

nuisance, the vicious cycle of resistance and control would have a chance to be turned into a 

cycle of expression and response. There is vast body of knowledge available on how talk can 

be used as a resource and pre and in service teacher education programmes must introduce 

teachers to this. 

 In English language teaching, various aspects we teach them but how many times we 

try to give them rational behind. Active into passive we teach but do we teach them under 

which situation we can use it? Constructivist theory gives emphasis on this aspect. Student 

should generate their own rationales. Constructivism has roots in Philosophy, Education and 

Psychology. The constructivist refers to the idea that individuals learn through their own 

interaction with the environment to construct their own knowledge and meaning (Sharon,A,R 

& Trina, L.V (2008)). This metaphor of construction comes from the idea that humans are 

builders, shapers and designers. Constructivists believe that knowledge is the result of 

individual construction of reality. Thus constructivism emphasizes that active learners already 

possess understanding and the application of understanding to authentic situations.  

Guiding Principles for Constructivist Classroom 

1. New learning builds on Prior Knowledge 



Dipeeka.G.Chaudhari/Int. e- J. for Edu. & Math.  vol. 02 (2013) 07-11 

9 

 

2. learning is Mediated through Social Interacting 

3. Problem Solving is part of Learning 

4. learning is Process and teachers are facilitators of the process 

Constructive practice for English language learners 

          It is not necessary that entire syllabus should be changed and we should revise books. 

Here only one thing is important that teacher can change his perspective while teaching 

English. When we talk about any language teaching, we should not forget the fundamental 

fact that listening is the first step to learn any language. With the help of constructivist 

perspective we can set our priorities. 

Use students as language models for peers 

          During classroom teaching teacher should make small groups in which one student 

should be trained in each group, so he will be the source of the guidance to the other students. 

He will be reinforcement to others also and in absence of teacher he will be the facilitator to 

them. He will be model for other students. 

Use Music to reinforce memory 

          In existing syllabus we teach them poetry without any music. Sometime teacher use 

available CDs. It is not necessary that we should teach those poetry or song which is there in 

syllabus. We should select some songs in which they can understand some of the words and 

sentences and we should repeat it again and again. So they can understand accent as well as 

pronunciation. 

Use humor to motivate language acquisition 

          English language teaching has been made artificial. It has been made dry. Now here 

teacher has to become energetic. He should have very sound humor. Apart from syllabus he 

should be equipped with short stories and meaningful jokes. 

Employ language experience approach 

           The more senses we apply; the more learning will take place. When English language 

taught, it is very much essential that our students should experience that language. Now in 

syllabus such changes are needed. In existing syllabus or content, it has been observed that 

language experience is not available. Presenter wants to give one example here. In 9 ST 
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English text book there is one lesson Bamboo in which parts of bamboos have been taught 

theoretically. Two things can be done here. Teacher can bring those parts in class room and 

give to students and students will find out their English names or teacher can give assignment 

to students that they will find out those parts with the English name and then they will write 

report on it that how they found it. They will share their experience. 

Project based learning 

 Normally it has been observed that projects are given to students but it has been given 

as formality. After that academic year teacher as well as student is least concern about that 

submitted project. Here teacher should play effective role. Teacher should relate projects with 

their day to day life. Let’s take example of Marriage function. Students attend end number of 

marriage in one year. In this function so many process takes place in their mother tongue. One 

project can be given to them find out English words of all the process which involved in 

marriage. Through this type of activity they will come across so many other words. Here our 

students will relate Second Language with their day to day life.  

Conclusion 

 In presenters view it is not necessary to change syllabus every three year. It is 

expensive process. Instead of that teacher should be equipped every year with new methods 

and new approaches. English language teaching as second language is not limited to syllabus. 

Teacher should not be saturated with the completion of syllabus. Along with the syllabus he 

can conduct various activities like: Jigsaw, think pair share, Readers Theater, drama, oral 

histories, creative art event frequently etc. Second big problem is large classes. In presenters 

view ideal strength for language teaching is 30 students in each class. Here some drastic 

change is expected in Government Policy. If we see Blooms Taxonomy, here we get three 

areas cognitive domain, affective domain, and psychomotor domain. Language should be 

dealt with affective as well as psychomotor domain. Till now we used to deal second 

language with cognitive domain. In this way Constructivist perspective will be helpful to 

bring drastic change in our beliefs. 
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